
How have the experiences of African Americans differed from those of Black immigrants in New York City and how have those dif fering 
identities affected their respective experiences with racism?
Hypothesis: Our findings will show a significant divide between African Americans descended from the slave trade and Black immigrants, as a 
result of white supremacy.

Slave Trade
• The slave trade was established in the 

mid-17th century
• Over 300,000 Africans were forcibly 

brought to the US
• This process accounts for most of the 

Black people in the US today.
• 20% of colonial New Yorkers 

were enslaved Africans
• NYC was a key center for the Atlantic 

slave trade, with main slave traders 
arriving in Manhattan

Significance:

• This research has shown that there is 
a significant divide between African 
Americans and the more recent Black 

immigrants
• This divide exists from a history white 

supremacy

• Both groups have experienced 
discrimination and have been the 
victims of a systemically racist society 

but have had their own forms of 
discrimination as separate identities

• Understanding these experiences 

parallel to one another helps us to 
better understand the history and 
nuances of racism in this country, in 

order to have an impact on the 
sociological factors that influence 
racism.
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The Great Migration
• The North was much more desirable for its higher wages and 

safer living conditions.
• This migration was vital to the success of many people 

however, because of their low economic status, they were 
forced to settle amongst each other in ghettos and urban areas

• Over 100,000 African Americans settled in NYC during the 
Great Migration

African Americans Black Immigrants

• Enslaved Africans had no control 
over leaving their home countries

• Faced a loss of cultural identity due 
to oppression and subjugation

• Families commonly separated 
through slave trade

• African Americans have lived 
through segregation and other 
forms of discrimination

• Have played an indelible part in US 
history and culture such as the 
Harlem Rennaissance

• Black immigrants left their countries 
voluntarily with desire for new 
opportunities in the US

• Able to hold cultural foundations
• Less separation of families occurred in 

voluntary migration
• Created strong and distinct 

communities: rising culture of wealth 
and community of talents in NYC

• Have experienced distinct forms of 
prejudice through xenophobia and 
Afrophobia.

• Largely a newer identity as heavy 
presence of Black immigrants is more 
recent.

Sources:

Awokoya, Janet. “Bridging the African Diasporic Divide in the Digital Age.” CIEE, Nov. 2018.
“Black-White Conflict Isn’t Society’s Largest.” Pew Research Center, 24 Sept. 2009.
“The Great Migration.” History.com, 28 June 2021.

“Great Migration: African-American History.” Encyclopedia Britannica.
Greene, Anthony D. “From the Outside In: Black Americans and Black Immigrant’s Attitudes
Toward Immigrants and Immigration Policy.” Journal of African American Studies, 15 July, 

2021.
Perry, Donna L. “African Diaspora: Rural Ideologies and Urban Imaginings: Wolof Immigrants in 
New York City.” Africa Today, vol. 44, no. 2, Indiana University Press, 1997, pp. 229–59.

“The Slave Trade - a Historical Background.” British Library.
Tamir, Christine. “Key Findings about Black Immigrants in the U.S.” Pew Research Center, 27 
January 2022.

Black Immigrants:

• Influx in number of Black immigrants coming to America in 
the past forty years.

• In the early 1980s there were 800,000 Black immigrants in 

the United States, now there are nearly 4.6 million.
• Over 58 percent of Black immigrants came to America after 

the year 2000.

• Immigrants from Jamaica and Haiti account for many of the 
recent Black immigrants in the United States.


